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Yuri Tanaka and Amir Abbas meet after the semester break.

Hi, Amir.

What class are you 
in this semester?

In level 
two. What 

about you?

Well, here 
we are again.

What classroom 
are you in?

I’m in level 
two, too.

Mr. Wilson, I think.

Hi, Yuri.

Room two one four.

Doesn’t he 
teach level one?

This semester he’s 
teaching level two.

So am l. Who’s 
our teacher?

Great! He’s a really 
good instructor.



5

Here’s 
the new 

schedule of 
classes. 

Sure, here 
you are. 

What room is the 
ESL One class in?May I see it? 

It’s 
in Room 
one two 
three.

What floor is it on? What days does it meet?

Who’s the teacher?

Mr. White is.

* The first number of the room number tells the floor. Example: Room 203 is on the second floor.
** & = and, (M & W means two days a week, Monday and Wednesday.)
*** “-” = through, (M-Th means four times a week, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.)

What time does 
the Level One ESL 

class begin?

At half past eight.

On 
Friday. Two hours.

How long is the class?

It’s on the first floor.
It meets on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Thursday.

In the afternoon.

When’s the ESL 
Conversation class?

What day is it on?
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Hi, Amir. Hi, Yuri. I want you to meet a friend. This is Carmen Martinez. 
She’s from Colombia. Carmen, these are my friends, Amir and Yuri. 

Do you know Carmen?

 No, I don’t.

It’s a pleasure to meet you.Hello. My name’s 
Carmen Martinez.

The 
pleasure is 
all mine!

Mary and her friend, Carmen Martinez, join Amir and Yuri.

Glad 
to meet 

you.
Pleased 
to meet 

you.

Here comes 
Vince Cartelli.

Hi, everybody.

I’m Vince Cartelli.



7

Carmen registers for a class.

Abbreviations
St.	 = Street
Ave. 	 = Avenue
Blvd.	 = Boulevard
CA	 = California
Dr.	 = Drive
Rd. 	 = Road
Apt. 	 = Apartment
#	 = number
N. 	 = North
S.	 = South
E. 	 = East
W.	 = West
. 	 = dot

What class are 
you in, Carmen?

I’m not in a class 
yet. I need to register. 

This is a 
new student. 
She wants to 
register for an 

ESL class.

What 
level?

Come on. Let’s go to 
the counseling office.

Level 
three.

Please fill out this 
registration form.

I’m Carmen Martinez. My middle name is Maria. I’m 
from Colombia. I want to study English. I want to be in a 
level three ESL class. I passed a placement test for level 
three. I live at thirty-four North Ocean Street, Apartment 
six in Santa Monica, California. My zip code is nine-two-

zero-six-nine. My phone number is three-four-two-six-
zero-seven-nine. My email is c martinez at twc dot com. 

I’m nineteen years old. My birthday is on November sixth. 

Martinez,   Carmen       Maria

34     N. Ocean St.   #6

Santa Monica CA 92069
11          06       20??

E.S.L. 3
342-6079None

cmartinez@twc.com
Carmen M. Martinez
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Amir, Mary, and Carmen go to the snack bar across the street. 

Amir, Mary, and Carmen are standing at the door of the snack bar.  

Look! There are Alberto and 
Alfonso Duran. They’re twins. Alberto 
lives in Los Angeles. Alfonso lives in 
Santa Monica. Alberto rents a house. 
Alfonso rents an apartment. Alberto 

works for a trucking company. 
Alfonso works in an office.  

We have a few 
minutes before 

our classes. Let’s 
go to the snack 
bar across the 

street and meet 
Mike. 

What! 
Can you 
repeat 
that? 

Please 
speak 
slowly.

Does 
Alberto 
rent a 

house?

Does 
Alfonso 
drive a 
truck?

Does Alfonso live 
in an apartment?

Does Alberto work for 
a trucking company?

Yes, 
he 

does.

Yes, 
he does.

Do 
they 

come to 
school 

together?

I have 
no idea!

SNACK
BAR

OK. Alright.

Alberto lives in Los 
Angeles; he doesn’t live 
in Santa Monica. Alberto 
rents a house; he doesn’t 

rent an apartment. 
Alberto works for a 

trucking company; he 
doesn’t work in an office. 

No, he 
doesn’t.

No, he 
doesn’t.

Does 
Alfonso 

live in Los 
Angeles?

He sure does! It’s 
a really nice place.
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Amir sees some friends. 

Does Anna 
come from Mexico? Yes, she does.

Do Lee 
and Jen 

come from 
Mexico?

No, 
they 
don’t.

Does Anna 
have two kids?

... and there are Anna and 
Manuel Perez and Lee and Jen 

Yang. Anna and Manuel are from 
Mexico. Lee and Yen come from 
China. Anna and Manuel have 

two kids. Lee and Jen have one 
child. Anna and Manuel live near 
here. Lee and Jen live far away. 
Anna and Manuel walk to school. 

Lee and Jen drive here. 

What! Please 
repeat that?

Does 
Lee 

drive to 
school?

Yes, 
he does.

Do Lee and Jen 
live near school?

Do Anna 
and Manuel 

live near 
school?

Yes, 
they do.

Lee and Jen come from China; they don’t come from Mexico. Lee and Jen 
have only one child; they don’t have two. Lee and Jen live far from school; 

they don’t live nearby. Lee and Jen drive a car to school; they don’t walk here.

Yes, she does.

No, they don’t. 
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Great. 
How are 
you guys 
doing?

We’re 
resting before 

class. I’m 
having a 

salad, and 
Peter’s having 

a cup of 
coffee.

We’re doing fine. 
What are you doing?

There are a lot of 
students here ...

... and the waitress is really busy. 
She’s running from table to table. 
Look! The manager’s helping her, 
too. They’re trying to serve all of 
them before the classes begin.

Peter, where’s your wife?

 She’s sitting over there near the 
window. She’s waiting for Tan and 
Lan Van. She wants to tell them 

about our new apartment.

Amir, Mary, and Carmen go to Mike’s table. Mike is sitting with Peter Pavlos.

May I 
help you?

No, thank you. We’re 
leaving now. We don’t 

want to be late for class.

Hi, Mike. Hi, Peter. How are 
you?
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What room 
is that?

The teachers’ 
room.

That’s Mr. Thompson. He’s your 
teacher. His first name is Percy. The 

students like him very much. 

There’s Mr. Wilson. He’s my instructor. 
He’s an excellent teacher.  His lessons are 

very interesting. I learn a lot from him.

There’s Ms. Sumner. 
She’s a teacher and an 
actress. Her classroom 
is next door. I really like 

her a lot. 

Mr. Wilson, Mike and I 
sometimes take a break together. 

We usually go to the catering 
truck downstairs. Our friends 

sometimes join us, too. 

Mary, Mike, Carmen and Amir are walking in the hall. 

Here are my classmates. I 
really like them. I spend time 

with them at break-time. 

Look at the students in that 
class. They look upset. Their 
teacher just gave them a test.

Here’s a photo of my dog. It 
sleeps a lot. Its bed is next to mine.
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Where’s Lisa? She’s working.

She works at 
the hospital.

Does she like 
her job?

Oh? Where 
does she work?

He’s looking for a pen.

Maybe he wants 
to write a note to 

somebody.

I don’t know.

What are you reading?

Do you like 
history books?

I’m reading a 
book about history.

Yes, I do. What 
about you?

I like love 
stories.

Oh! I prefer 
history books.

Why are you 
waiting here?

Do you come 
to school early?

I’m waiting for 
my instructor.

Yes, I do. 

Yes, she does.

Why do you 
come so early?

Because I want 
a good seat.

What is he doing?

Why does he 
need a pen?

To whom?
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Where do you work?
I don’t 

have a job. 
I’m looking 

for one now.

I’m an electronics 
assembler.

Try the Byte 
Electronics Company 
on Fifth Street. I think 

they’re hiring.

What kind of 
work do you do?

How can I get there? 
I don’t have a car.

Take the #93 
bus. You can catch 
it on First Street.

What time does 
it stop there?

Thanks a lot 
for your help.

When does the bus 
stop at First and Main?

Here’s a schedule. 
You can keep it.

Carmen is speaking to Anna.

It stops there 
at twenty-seven 

past three, twenty 
to four, four past 
four, four past 
five, five thirty-
five, four to six, 

twenty-seven past 
six, and six to 

seven.
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Mary, can you go with 
me tomorrow? I want 
to apply for a job at a 

electronics company on 
Fifth Street.

I’m sorry, but I can’t. I 
work then, you know.

Where can I get 
a new dress?

At the Women’s 
Clothing store.

Where is it?

It’s on the fourth floor.

What floor is the 
hairdresser on?

An hour later, at break-time, Carmen is talking to Mary.

Where’s the 
Information Desk?

At the Lincoln Shopping Center. There are 
a lot of stores in the shopping center, and the 

electronics company is next door to it.

LINCOLN 
SHOPPING CENTER

Next to the elevators.

On the third floor.

How do I get to the ATM? Sorry, there isn’t one?

Oh, right. Before I 
go, I need to get a new 

dress, some shoes, 
and a haircut. Where 

can I get all that?
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 Is this the Personnel Office?
Fill out this 

application form 
and wait here.

Yes, it 
is. May I 

help you?

Carmen is applying for a job at the electronics company.

I’m the 
manager. 
Please 

come in.

Thank you. 
Here’s my 

application.

Carmen meets the personnel manager.

Yes, 
I want to 
apply for 

a job.

OK. Please do.

Let me ask you 
a few questions.
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Yes, I can.

How much 
experience do 

you have?

Two years.Do you know how 
to work with electronic 

equipment?

Yes, I do. I’m an 
electronics assembler.

I go to school four days a week, 
and my English is better every day!

No, I’m not 
working now. I don’t 
have a job. I’m new 

here. I need a steady 
job. I like to work. I 

work very hard, and I 
work very well.

Are you working now?

Can you work 
on weekends?

When can you begin? How’s your English?

Good. Come in 
tomorrow at eight a.m. I 

think I have a job for you.

Immediately!

H
ow

’s 
the Weather?
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Chapter 2

H
ow

’s 
the Weather?
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The manager introduces Carmen to Vic Pontrelli, her new supervisor at work.

Welcome to our company. Let me introduce 
you to your supervisor. Vic, this is Carmen 

Martinez. She’s a new employee. Please give her 
an orientation to the company. 

OK, I will, but first, 
here’s your badge.

You must always wear it at 
work. We usually work eight 

hours a day, and we sometimes 
work only half a day before 
holidays. We never work on 
legal holidays. We punch in 
at 8 a.m. and we punch out 

at 5 p.m. Sometimes we work 
overtime, but only two or three 

times a month.

 So we have 
breaks once in the 

morning and once in 
the afternoon?

We take fifteen minute breaks twice a day, 
mid-morning and mid-afternoon. We seldom take 

our breaks before ten a.m. or after four p.m.

Yes, and a half-
hour lunch, usually 

around noon.

How often do we 
get a paycheck? Twice a month.

Thanks.
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How 
often do 

you go on 
dates?

Once a 
month.

Not often.

How 
often do 

you go to a 
restaurant?

Carmen is talking to another employees at break-time.

How 
often do 
you get 
a pay 

check?

Every 
two 

weeks.

How many days 
a week do you go to 

school?

Four days a week.

Circle the correct answer: True or False. Use the calendar.
1. She seldom cleans her house on Saturday.
2. She always goes to the market on Fridays.
3. She usually calls her parents on Sunday.
4. She never goes to work on Sunday.
5. She goes to school seven days a week. 
6. She cleans her yard twice a month. 
7. She sometimes goes on a date on Monday.
8. She never texts her parents.
9. She always works from Monday to Friday.
10. She usually goes shopping five times a month
11. She sometimes watches a movie on Sunday. 
12. She gets a paycheck at the end of the second 
      and fourth weeks of the month.
13.Carmen goes to school four weeks a month. 
Find the answers on page 91.

T   F
T   F
T   F
T   F
T   F
T   F
T   F
T   F
T   F
T   F
T   F

T   F
T   F
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Carmen is taking a break. Vic Pontrelli is coming into the lunch room.

Vic, you’re all wet. 
How is it outside?

Not very often, but 
when we have a winter 

storm, it rains hard.

Isn’t it always warm 
and sunny here?

Does it rain very 
often here?

How are the seasons?No, not always. It’s 
usually nice, but the 

weather’s sometimes 
bad here, too.

It’s terrible. It’s 
raining and windy.

It rains in the 
winter, and it snows 
in the mountains. 

It’s cloudy, foggy, 
and cool in the spring.

My favorite season is 
the fall. It’s cool at night, 
clear in the daytime and 

a little windy.

In the summer, 
it’s hot, dry, and 

sometimes smoggy.
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How hot is it in 
the summer?

Here it’s about 65 
degrees Fahrenheit at 
night and about 80º in 

the daytime.

... and about 27º C 
in the daytime.

I don’t know. We 
don’t use Centigrade.

Let me use my phone. 

What’s normal 
body temperature? 

What’s freezing?

What’s a good room 
temperature?

How much is that in 
Centigrade?

Around 72º F.

It’s 98.6º F. It’s 32º F.

It’s about 16 
degrees Centigrade 

at night...

Why 
is it so 

complicated! 
Why can’t 

we use one 
system?

72►
►
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What’s the 
weather forecast?

It’s 5º below zero.

What about Miami?

It’s sunny.

Is it nice in 
New Orleans?

That’s too cold. I’m 
glad I live here!

It’s cloudy.

Me, 
too!

How’s Denver? What’s it like in 
Fairbanks, Alaska? 

It’s icy.

It’s stormy.

Rain in the 
early morning.

What’s the 
weather in Chicago, 

my hometown?

Snowy.

... and Dallas?

►
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I want you to work with Betty. 
She can train you very well. Oh! I 

mean thank 
you, Vic. 

Thank you very 
much, Mr. Pontrelli. 

I’m glad to meet 
you, Carmen. Let me 
show you the shop 

and your job. It’s nice 
to work here.           

Carmen begins her training with Betty Kogan.

When a circuit board 
doesn’t pass inspection, 

it comes to us. 

After we fix a 
board, it’s necessary 

to test it again.

Sometimes it’s 
important to test it a 

second and a third time  
before we send it to the 
shipping department.

Some parts are 
easy to fix and some 

are hard to fix.  

The job isn’t 
dangerous, and it isn’t 
hard to do. We try to fix 
broken circuit boards.

It’s expensive to 
throw away parts, 
and it’s possible to 
fix some of them.

 It’s interesting to 
work with electronics, 
and it’s challenging to 
find the problems, too. 

We’re able to fix 
about eighty percent 

of them.

Call me Vic.
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... and 
Larry’s too 
dumb; he 
not smart 
enough, 

...

... and Roger is too 
sick, he’s not healthy 

enough, ...

... and 
Betsy’s 

too young, 
she’s 

not old 
enough, 

...

I’m too 
old to pick up 

big boxes. 
Let’s ask Vic. 
He’s strong 
enough to 
help us. 

Well, let’s keep looking.

What 
about this 
applicant, 

Axel?

Maybe 
he’s not 
strong 

enough, 
...

Carmen and Betty are moving boxes.

The personnel manager and her assistant want to hire another employee. They 
are looking at applications.

... and 
Buster is 

too angry; 
he’s not 

calm 
enough, 

...

... and Carl’s too 
lazy; he’s not hard-
working enough, ...

... and 
Bobby’s 

too small, 
he’s 

not big 
enough, 

...

... and 
Pat is too 
messy, 
she’s 

not neat 
enough, 

... 

... and 
Slim’s too 
tall, he’s 
not short 
enough, 

...

Can you 
help me move 
this box? It’s 

too heavy, and 
I’m not strong 

enough to move 
it alone.

I’m not 
sure. He 
looks too 

weak. 



25

Oh, really? What 
do you study?

I’m studying 
electronics.

Twice 
a week.

How 
many times 
a week does 

your class 
meet?

Didn’t 
I see 
you at 

school?

Carmen is talking to another employee at break-time.

I get a paycheck 
twice a month and a 
raise once a year.

Boris, I’m new 
here. Can you tell me 

about this place?

Hi, I’m Boris. I’m 
Carmen. 
Please to 
meet you. 

It’s great to work 
here. I like my job 

very much.

I always punch in 
on time; I’m never late.

 I sometimes bring 
my lunch with me... 

I think I’m gonna* 
like this place.

I work part-
time -- usually 

four hours a day.

Maybe, I take classes at our local school.

... because it’s 
too expensive to buy 
lunch at a restaurant.

TIME CARD
Mon. 8 am-12 noon
Tues. 9 am-1 pm
Wed, 8 am-12 noon
Thurs. 9 am-1 pm
Fri. 10 am - 2 pm

*gonna = going to
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It was impossible 
to save money ...

It was hard to 
find a good job.

Carmen, I’m 
from the Ukraine. 

When we got here, 
everything was so 
hard for my wife, 

Mila, and me.

It was hard to 
understand people.

It was difficult to 
find an inexpensive 

place to live.

It was necessary 
to learn to drive.

... but, It was nice 
to make new friends.

We were ready to 
begin a new life, and 
it’s great to feel free.

Boris is texting his wife.

Mila, Can you pick 
me up at work today? 
I don’t want to walk 
home. The weather’s 
terrible. It’s too cold 
outside. My coat isn’t 
warm enough. It’s too 
rainy and windy to 
walk. I don’t have my 
umbrella and my shoes 
aren’t heavy enough. 
See you at five p.m. in 
front of the factory. Let 
me know if you can’t.
                    Love, Boris

@#*+*<?!.

I’m on my way!

$
$

   
   

  D

o I H
ave To?

It was 
necessary 

to learn 
English.




